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IN TI'lE SENAT E OF T:IE 1iINXITE'D STATES

Read twice and referred to time Co,mmittce on Interstate Colmlmerce

JANUARY 7 (:'1isl;lti\ e (l!V J..\ANUA.R- ), 19-12

Replorted by! Mr. INrITEEt.l.':, witholl uta Illl(dnellln

To amend section 606 of tl(, C(olilllnmi ilo-itis Act olf 19,4 for

the pmrpose of ograntillgo to thle Presiderlt, ill time of -war or

threatened war, certain powers -withl respect to comr!unlica-

tions by wire.

1 Be it enlacted l)?/ 7e ,Sci?ale 7cm,( [II(o.e of I1?cpre.,s(?ta-

2 tives of the Unilced Slat<es o/ Aglnerica i?, Congrless assemibled,

3 That section 606 of thle Communications Aect, of 1934. as

4 amended (U. S. C., 1940 edition, title 47, sec. 60(3), is

5 llerelby amended by strilin lg olit " (d) " in sulbsection ((d) anl

inisertilg in liel thereof "(c)", anid by inserting' after slb)-

7 section (c) a new subscctioln as follows:

8 "(d) Ilpon proclamation l)by tel President that tellre cx-

9 ists a state or threat of war involving the United States, the



1 lI'lcsidcli, i ie (IdeC! is it II(((ssarv ilt v It iti I r( ),: t , i' I , I a-

2 tioiilal sccuritv aid defense, 111ay , dluii ' a pcrliod clIdilg n-lot

3 later tianll six Illiontlhs afte! l tIlc tcnfiinatioll of suel}] state or

4 threat of war ald nriot later th!an suicl earllier date as tile Coii-

5 gress b1Y- coneurrcl1ent rexsolutioll mlla. design-late, (1) suslend

6 orl lltlleld i-le rlules allnd regulatioins aIl)llihcable to ally or all

7 facilities or stationls for vwire collnrunlication within the juris-

8 dictioll of thle inited. States as prescribed by' the Cornioissioin,

9 (2) cause the closing of a-in facility or station for wire com-

10 inniiication aiid thle remoNTal therjefrom'llof its apparatus and

:1 (equipmellnt, or (3) aultloriz the use oir colntrol of a.-ny such

12 facility or station and its anllratus and equipment by any

13 department of tie Govermiunet ill ler slc l regullations as lie

14 may pes;"cribc, upoll' just comlillensatioll to the owrneles."

:1 Si,<c. 2. Sucll section 606 is furthelr amended by insert-

:16 ing at the end thereof tvwo new subsections as follows:

17 " (f) Nothing ill subsection (c) or (d) shall be con-

1S strued to amenld, repeal, impair, or affect existing laws or

19 povwers of the States in relation to taxation or the la-wful

20 police regulations of the several States, except wherein such

21 laws, powers, or regulations may affect the translnission of

22' Government communications, or the issue of stocks and bonds

23 by any communication system or systems.

24 " (g) Nothing in subsection (c) or (d) shall be con-

25 strued to authorize the President to make any arnendmnent



3

1. to thle rilles anlld regulatiolls of the Conlilis'siorln Ahich the

2 Cominmission -would not ble autlorized y la\v to rnake; and

3 liotlhin ill sulll)ectiol (d) shlall be construed to aluthlorize

4 tile l'residled(t to tale a1,! actmiol tlle forc;e alld elfect ol \ lii(:ll

) sllall colltilue beyond the date ftcr whlich taking of sncll(

6 action xwould not have been authorized."

lPassed thle House of Represenitatives Decemlccnr 19, :1 1.

Attest: SOUTH TRIMIBLE,

Cler1z.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

DeiclE;M ThR 22, 19i1

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce

To amend section 606 of the Conlmmlications Act of 1.92t for

the purpose of granting th tle President, in time of war or

threatened war, certain powers with respect to communica-

tions by wire.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and I-IHose of 7l'ercsenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That section 606 of the Communications Act of 1934, as

4 amended (U. S. C., 1940 edition, title 47, sec. 606), is

5 hereby amended by striking out " (d) " in sul:section (d) andl

6 inserting in lieu thereof " (e) ", and by inserting after sub-

7 section (c) a new subsection as follows:

S " (d) Upon proclamation by the President that there ex-

9 ists a state or threat of war involving the United States, the



1 President. if lhe dclmrs it necessary in the interest of the na-

2 tional securitv and defense, may, during a period ending not

3 later thlan six montlhs after the termination of such state or

4 tllreat of war and not later tllat such ea.rlicr date as the Con-

5 gress lby ccIljurrelit roSlutif 10111 ]lay designate, (1) Suspe)Clld

6 or anlend the rules and regulations applicable to any or all

7 facilities or stations for 'wire communication within the juris-

S diction of the United States as prescribed by the Commission,

9 (2) cause the closing of an-y facility or station for -wire colli-

10 munication and the removal therefrom of its apparatus and

11 equipment, or (3) authorize the use or control of any such

12 facility or station a(nd its ai)paratuls and eq(lipment by an3y

13 departmnent of thle G-ovcrlimullt ll~ider sulch regmuhiltions as lie

14 rla prescribe, up)on just compensation to the o-wners."

15 Simc. 2. Sucll section 606 is further amended by inseit-

16 ing at, the end thereof two new suibsections as follows:

17 "(f) Nothing in subsection (c) or (d) shall be con-

18 strued to amend, repeal, impair, or 'affect existing laws or

19 powers of the Sta.tes in relation to taxation or the lawful

20 police regulations of the several States, except nIwherein such

21 Ilaws. powavers, or regruilations Inay affect tile transmission of

22 C ovoCrllI) nt ('Cni1ellIliClt;iOnIS, O' tlhe iSSIIC of stoClis amid bonds

,23 ' llya co ellommuniceatij)n syst(em or systems.

24 " (g) Nothing in sullseCtion (c) or (d() shall be con-

2' stirued to authorize tiJ. -21resi enllt to nlmakc any amendment
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1 to the rules and regulations ojI ti e Commission which the

2 Commission -would not be autho-.zcd by) laaw to make; and

3 nothing in subsection (d) shall be construed to authorize

4 tle President to takecany actionl tile force a.ld effec-t of -which

5 shtall continue beyiond the date aft(er whllich taking of such

6 action would not have been authorized."

Passcd tlle HI-ouse of l.eprescit:atives December 19, 1941.

Attest: SOUTH Th'lI'T BLE,

Clerk.


